Register online at piaba.org. From Upcoming Events, select 2020 Mid Year Mee ng

General Informa on
Sponsored by Public Investors Arbitra on Bar Associa on (PIABA), Current Issues in SecuriƟes ArbitraƟon will be held at The Mayflower Hotel in
Washington, DC from 8 am ‐ 5:30 pm on Thursday, March 26, 2020. Although the mee ng is open to all individuals, this one‐day CLE program is
designed for a orneys, paralegals, regulators, educators, experts, consultants, mediators, (securi es) arbitrators.

Mee ng Registra on ‐ register at Mee ng Registra on Form
Mee ng registra on fees for the program are available on the on‐line Mee ng Registra on Form and includes all mee ng sessions, CLE credit, con ‐
nental breakfast, luncheon, breaks, closing recep on, and wri en materials. There is not a guest registra on fee for this mee ng.

Hotel Reserva ons ‐ reserve at Hotel Reserva on Form
The host hotel for the program is The Mayflower Hotel, 1127 Connec cut Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20036. To receive the group rate of $289 (plus
applicable taxes), hotel reserva ons must be made through PIABA. The final date to confirm a room at the group rate is February 21, 2020. If the PIABA
block sells‐out prior to February 21st, rooms will be confirmed on a space available basis at the rate provided by The Mayflower Hotel. Changes or
cancella ons to hotel reserva ons must be received in wri ng in the PIABA Oﬃce on or before February 21, 2020. Please refer to the Hotel Reserva on
form for hotel reserva on no show and cancella on details.

Con nuing Legal Educa on (CLE)
PIABA will apply for con nuing educa on accredita on in all States where registrants request CLE credit on the Mee ng Registra on Form. In general,
registrants may expect to receive 5‐6 hours of credit. PIABA will apply for MCLE credit for individuals registered by February 26, 2020. A er that date,
PIABA will assist registrants seeking credit for the mee ngs, but will not be responsible for filing CLE applica ons or the applica on fees.

Mee ng and Registra on Policies
For informa on regarding Speaker changes, Session Topic revisions, audio and videotaping, and Hardship Policy, visit Mee ng and Registra on Policies.

MEETING AGENDA
7:30 am ‐ 4:00 pm
7:30 am ‐ 9:00 am
8:00 am – 8:10 am

Mee ng Registra on
Con nental Breakfast
Welcome, Sam Edwards

8:10 am – 9:10 am
Dealing with Broker‐Dealer Abusive Prac ces
in Arbitra on. Jason Kane, Peiﬀer Wolf Carr & Kane, APLC, Pi sford, NY,
Moderator; Judson Lee, Judson M. Lee, PLLC, Madison, MS; Stuart Meisner, Meissner Associates, New York, NY. This panel will address how to
handle abusive tac cs by defense counsel in arbitra on, including over‐
coming meritless objec ons to the FINRA Discovery Guide List produc‐
ons and frivolous mo ons. Hear from experienced a orneys who
have obtained sanc ons against some of the largest brokerage firms in
the country for these abusive tac cs.
9:15 am – 10:15 am Mastering Trial Presenta on Technology. Sam
Edwards, Shepherd, Smith, Edwards & Kantas, LLP, Houston, TX; Hugh
Berkson, McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liﬀman, Cleveland, OH. Technology
is permea ng every aspect of the legal prac ce – from digital evidence
replacing paper to how key components of a case are presented. Be‐
come a be er, more persuasive a orney through the use of trial tech‐
nology. This panel will address the benefits and logis cs of using tech‐
nology in the arbitra on se ng.
10:15 am – 10:30 am Break
10:30 am – 11:30 am Regula on Best Interest (“Reg BI”). Darlene
Pasieczny, Samuels Yoelin Kantor LLP, Portland, OR, Moderator; Christopher Gerold, New Jersey Bureau of Securi es Oﬃce of the New Jersey
A orney General, Newark, NJ; Joe Savage, VP and Counsel, FINRA Oﬃce
of Regulatory Analysis, Washington, DC; Miriam Le owitz, Chief Legal
Oﬃcer and Chief Compliance Oﬃcer, Seeds Investor LLC, Maplewood,
NJ. On June 5, 2019, the SEC adopted Regula on Best Interest (“Reg
BI”), which establishes a “best interest” standard of conduct for broker‐
dealers and associated persons for recommenda on of securi es and
investment strategies. . By June 2020, Reg BI will be fully implement‐
ed. Implementa on will include crea ng the Form CRS, which firms will
use to ini ally detail the parameters of the customer rela onship. Firms
must also have policies and procedures in place to ensure their brokers
are fully complying with Reg BI requirements. This panel will address
Reg BI implementa on, from the perspec ve of the regulators and the
industry
11:30 pm – 1:00 pm

Luncheon, Keynote Speaker

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Financial Elder Abuse. Lisa Braganca, Braganca Law
LLC, Skokie, IL, Moderator; Lisa Bleier, Managing Director and Associate
General Counsel, Federal Government Rela ons at SIFMA , Washington,
DC; Jilenne Gunther, AARP, Nat. Dir. Of BankSafe, Washington, DC. What
federal and state laws, rules, and regula ons do brokers have to take
into account before repor ng poten al elder financial exploita on?
What new ac ons can brokers take to respond to poten al elder finan‐
cial exploita on? What kind of things can brokers and investment advis‐
ers do to detect poten al elder financial exploita on? What is going on
at the state and federal level to make detec ng and repor ng elder fi‐
nancial exploita on easier for brokers and advisers?
2:05 pm – 3:05 pm Q&A with the Securi es Regulators. Keith Griﬃn,
Griﬃn Law Firm, LLC, Indianapolis, IN, Moderator; Jordan Thomas, Labaton Sucharow LLP, New York, NY; Terry Reicher, FINRA, Oﬃce of General
Counsel, New York, NY, Chris Kelly, Senior Vice President, FINRA Enforcement Department, New York, NY. We will hear from regulators and for‐
mer regulators about their current regulatory investor protec on ac vi‐
es. They will answer your ques ons and address their top regulatory
and legisla ve priori es, significant industry issues, and growing trends.
3:05 pm ‐ 3:25 pm

Break

3:25 pm – 4:25 pm U.S. Economic Outlook: For 2020 and Beyond ‐
What’s Next? Alan Rosca, Goldman Scarlato & Penny PC, Beachwood,
OH, Moderator; Brian Henderson, Securi es Li ga on and Consul ng
Group, Inc, McLean, VA. Are we nearing the end of the longest bull mar‐
ket in history? Come see what the experts are forecas ng for the future
and learn about the next wave of investor cases likely to impact our prac‐
ces. This panel will discuss economic trends and the kinds of invest‐
ment products we are likely to see in droves when and if we see a sharp
market downturn.
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm The Federal Legisla ve Process. Omar Bengali,
Girard Bengali, APC, Los Angeles, CA, Moderator; Peter Hyun, Wiley Rein
LLP, Washington, DC. How does a bill become a law? Discuss with Peter
Hyun, former Chief Counsel to Senator Feinstein the process of congres‐
sional bill making, how to iden fy staﬀ members with influence, and
what we can do to lobby the issues most important to our clients. This
session will give you all the tools you need to prepare for PIABA’s Hill Day
and provide a prac cal guide to eﬀec ve lobbying of our representa ves.
5:30 pm – 6:45 pm Recep on

Members are encouraged to par cipate in PIABA Hill Day as it is an exci ng opportunity to meet directly with your Representa‐
ves, Senators, and/or their Staﬀers, to tell your clients’ stories, and to poten ally aﬀect policy. No one can tell clients’ stories
be er than PIABA Members. We know the harm that has been and will con nue to be inflicted on the inves ng public unless laws
and policies are changed. We also see first‐hand the results of these harms to our clients, and we understand the intricacies of
FINRA Arbitra on be er than anyone. This is also an excellent chance to meet, socialize, and network with other PIABA members.
What happens during Hill Day? Members, o en in groups of two or three, are assigned a series of short (15 minute) mee ngs with
congressional oﬃces. You will be prepared in advance to discuss certain pending legisla on, and also educate the oﬃce about
PIABA’s mission and investor protec on issues more generally. You will receive wri en materials prepared by PIABA’s Legisla ve
Commi ee summarizing pending legisla on bearing on PIABA’s priori es and providing key points to help you in your mee ngs.
To be best prepared for PIABA Hill Day, par cipants are encouraged to a end the PIABA Mid‐Year Mee ng. The last session will
include helpful informa on regarding the legisla ve process, and best ps on communica ng with legisla ve staﬀ for a more eﬀec‐
ve mee ng. And, as an added bonus, you will receive CLE credit!
Hill Mee ngs will generally be scheduled on Friday, March 27, 2020, from 9:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm ET. Members par cipa ng in PIABA
Hill Day will receive their mee ng schedules and wri en materials at the conclusion of the PIABA Mid‐Year Mee ng. If you are
unable to a end the PIABA Mid‐Year Mee ng, you can pick up your schedule and materials between 7:45 am ‐ 9:00 am at The
Mayflower Hotel. It is your responsibility to know your first mee ng me and a end all scheduled mee ngs.
All those par cipa ng in Hill Day are invited to a con nental breakfast at The Mayflower Hotel. Following the conclusion of the Hill
mee ngs, par cipants are invited to join the PIABA Board at the Hill Day Recep on from 5:30 pm ‐ 7:00 pm at The Mayflower Ho‐
tel.
Se ng mee ngs with Representa ves, Senators and/or their Staﬀers is significantly easier if cons tuents from their state are pre‐
sent for the mee ngs. As such, it is important for PIABA Staﬀ to know who is par cipa ng in Hill Day as early as possible. If you
plan to par cipate in PIABA Hill Day (especially if you do not require a sleeping room), please confirm with Robin Ringo, rsrin‐
go@piaba.org, on or before March 1st. Be er yet, so that Staﬀ may collect all required informa on, complete the PIABA Hill Day
Registra on form.
PIABA Hill Day Registra on ‐ register at Mee ng Registra on Form
There is not a fee to par cipate in PIABA Hill Day. Par cipants are encouraged to a end the breakfast prior to and recep on at the
Washington Court Hotel following the conclusion of our mee ngs. Because of the number and varying mes of Hill Mee ngs, PIA‐
BA will not provide lunch for par cipants, but you are encouraged to make lunch plans with your Hill Day partner(s). The Mee ng
Registra on Form requires par cipants to include their cell phones. It is important that PIABA Staﬀ have your cell phone number
so they can no fy you of any mee ng changes that may occur. Staﬀ will not call, text or distribute your cell phone number except as
necessary to insure you are updated appropriately with regards to Hill Mee ngs.
Hotel Reserva ons ‐ reserve at Hotel Reserva on Form
The host hotel for PIABA Hill Day is The Mayflower Hotel, 1127 Connec cut Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20036. To receive the
group rate of $289 (plus applicable taxes), hotel reserva ons must be made through PIABA. The final date to confirm a room at the
group rate is February 21, 2020. If the PIABA block sells‐out prior to February 21st, rooms will be confirmed on a space available
basis at the rate provided by The Mayflower Hotel. Changes or cancella ons to hotel reserva ons must be received in wri ng in
the PIABA Oﬃce on or before February 21, 2020. Please refer to the Hotel Reserva on form for hotel reserva on no show and cancella on details.
PIABA will be in touch in mid‐March with orienta on and Hill Day Mee ng details. Un l then, we look forward to seeing you in DC!
As always, please feel free to contact PIABA Hill Day co‐Chairs, Darlene Pasieczny, Brent Burns, and Omar Bengali, PIABA President,
Sam Edwards, or Robin Ringo, if you have ques ons or require further assistance regarding PIABA Hill Day.
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